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Independence County has something really special! From a quality of life 

that is perfect for raising a family, to a neighborly feeling that gives you 

comfort and joy, it is hard to imagine a better place to live. This wonderful 

community has a strong, diverse economy, and First Community Bank is 

honored to be a part of it.

First Community Bank’s priorities and roots are deep in this community; 

even our name serves as a constant reminder of our goal to put 

community ý rst. We are proud to play an integral role in the growth 

and development of Batesville and Independence County and help this 

community grow and prosper.

This economic report is just one of the many ways we are putting our 

resources to work in the effort to help advance economic development 

in Batesville and Independence County. We are fortunate to see a 

positive trend in our local economy, and expansion in several areas.

The region’s medical community is well-served by the strong growth 

of White River Health System and its local þ agship entity, White River 

Medical Center, and our public schools and local colleges continue 

to set standards of excellence that are rewarded with growing 

enrollments and academic distinction.

Tourism remains an essential part of the local economy as tourism-

related revenue and jobs have once again risen. The area’s natural 

beauty serves as a stunning backdrop for several local attractions, 

drawing a national audience to the region. The Mark Martin 

Museum has undoubtedly increased the number of visitors to our 

area, along with The Old Independence Regional Museum. These 

attractions have contributed to the persistent rise in retail sales 

and decline in unemployment as businesses continue to expand 

and thrive in Batesville and Independence County.

In all of this, First Community Bank is proud to call Batesville 

home. Our commitment to supporting the growth of our area is 

fundamental in our pledge to put community ý rst. We consider 

ourselves very fortunate to be a part of such a dynamic 

community, and embrace every opportunity we have to give 

back to the region that has been so good to us.
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